




















Statement #13

Religious Education and Catechesis

The National Black Catholic Congress Vil recommends
that the American Catholic bishops, other Catholic leaders,
and all Catholic faithful implement and support the
following:

1.

10.

11.

Identification, publicizing, and, if necessary, develop-
ing materials to be promoted for use in homes and in
the Church, which family members can use to share
their faith experience—with particular attention to
African American traditions. The Kwanzaa program is
an example.

. Prayer experiences and rituals in the African American

tradition which are printed and distributed for use by
families in the home, wherein the home becomes a
cultural center.

. African American families who will be supported and

empowered to nurture growth in faith through inter-
generational gatherings and activities.

. Parishes which initiate celebrations that will enhance

the understanding of the developmental stages of the
life cycle and the potential for African American families
to celebrate and nurture their faith throughout the
stages of the life cycle.

. Multi-media programs (existing and future) that are

developed for use in African American homes and
neighborhood groups, especially for primary care-
givers and parents to nurture the understanding of what
it means to be loving adult disciples and their impor-
tant role as teachers of faith by word, action and ex-
ample, who will transform the world and how this can
be shared with children and youth.

. Programs for parish renewal that are adapted

specifically for African Americans to enable
parishioners to give a consistent witness of a living, ac-
tive faith—especially through the formation of small
faith-sharing communities.

. Video programs that are developed for use in the

Church, and in African American homes or
neighborhood groups to nurture the understanding of
what it means to be loving adult disciples who will
transform the world and how this can be shared with
children and youth.

. Education and promotion activities that are initiated in

all parishes with African American representation to
help the community better understand its collective role
as a teacher of faith by its spirit of welcome and
hospitality, the vibrancy of its worship, the care and con-
cern for those who are alienated or neglected.

. Educational efforts that are initiated to promote

understanding of the importance of catechesis in the
African American community and encourage all adults,
in particular African American adults, to be trained for
this role.

More extensive implementation of the MARIAMA pro-
gram for preparing African American catechists.

Potential leaders in all parishes must receive extensive
training in theology, catechesis, and theory and prac-
tice in learning and teaching styles, particularly adapted
for African Americans, so they will better carry out
leadership roles as Directors and Coordinators of

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

Religious Education and in turn provide ongoing train-
ing for parents and catechists.

Diocesan lay ministry training programs must include
a track for training parish catechetical leaders, with par-
ticular sensitivity for the learning needs and learning
styles of African American participants.

Evaluation of catechetical resources for their sensitivi-
ty, usefulness, representation and authenticity of
African American teachers and learners.

Pastoral care for African American Catholics who are
located in dioceses which are without an established
concentration of African Americans.

Parishes which develop and support an educational
committee to contribute to the educational planning and
decision making within the parish.

Publishers of religious educational materials, such as
textbooks, audio-visuals, magazines, prayer books, and
other resource materials that are inclusive of diversity
and representative of African Americans.

The staffing of diocesan offices with persons sensitive
to the African American cultural and religious heritage
and that diocesan formation programs, congresses,
conferences, and workshops include an Africentric
perspective in planning and implementation.

Statement #14

Catholic Schools

The National Black Catholic Congress VIl recommends
that the American Catholic bishops, other Catholic leaders,
and all Catholic faithful implement and support the
following:

1.

(=2

10.

Catholic schools which continue to provide high quali-
ty education, to include the history of African and
African American people, for all their students in a con-
text infused with Gospel virtues and values.

. Present the opportunity for evangelization with non-

Catholic students as well.

. Serious efforts which will ensure that Catholic schools

are available for Catholic and non-Catholic parents who
wish to send their children to them.

. New initiatives launched at the diocesan level to secure

sufficient financial assistance from both private and
public sectors for Catholic parents to exercise this right.

. Salaries and benefits of Catholic school faculties and

administrators which reftect our teaching as expressed
in “Economic Justice for All.”

. Concerted efforts made to maintain urban schools.
. Creation of at least one gender specific Catholic

elementary school geared to the needs of the African
American male in each diocese where there is a signifi-
cant African American population.

. Development of Catholic school curricula and programs

inclusive of the historical and cultural contributions of
African Americans.

. Catholic schools in the African American community

which are Africentric in their teaching methods, environ-
ment, worship and philosophy.

The National Catholic Education Association work in
conjunction with the African American Catholic leader-















