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“There is richness in our Black experience that we must share with the 
entire People of God. These are gifts that are part of an African past. 

For we have heard with Black ears and we have seen with Black eyes 
and we have understood with an African heart. 

We thank God for the gifts of our Catholic faith and we give thanks for 
the gifts of our Blackness. 

In all humility we turn to the whole Church that it might share our gifts 
so that “our joy may be complete.”

What We Seen and Heard: A Pastoral Letter on Evangelization from the Black Bishops
of the United States (1984), page 4





in a word or two

On September 8, 1875, Father Arnold Janssen 
inaugurated St. Michael’s Mission House in Steyl, 
Holland, beginning the mission activity of the Society 
of the Divine Word. On that occasion, Fr. Arnold said, 
“Whether anything will come of it is known only to 
God.”
Today, nearly 6,000 Divine Word Missionaries in 79 
countries celebrate this date as Foundation Day -- 
so something did indeed come of that modest cer-
emony 149 years ago! And Fr. Arnold is now known 
as St. Arnold.
Today also begins a jubilee year for Divine Word 
Missionaries as we celebrate in anticipation of our 
150th birthday a year from today. We hope you will 
celebrate along with us!

Divine Word Missionaries is an international missionary community 
of over 7,000 brothers and priests. In 1905 the SVDs began work-
ing among African Americans in the Southern United States. Today, 
Divine Word Missionaries work in over 35 parishes in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Texas, Florida and Arkansas.
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The 2024-2025 school year at St. Mary’s Academy 
kicked off with a generous gift from former NBA star and 
sports commentator Charles Barkley. Barkley has com-
mitted to giving $1 million to the Academy over the next 
ten years.
 
Barkley’s gift was sparked by a viewing of the “60 Min-
utes” segment that aired nationally in May, which told 
the compelling story of St. Mary’s Academy and two 
exceptional students, Calcea Johnson and Ne’Kiya 
Jackson, who used trigonometry to prove the 
2000-year-old Pythagorean Theorem, something once 
deemed impossible by mathematicians.
 
“We are forever grateful for Mr. Barkley’s gift and his 
support of our students. This transformative gift will as-
sist students as they excel and achieve whatever dream 
they create within the walls of St. Mary’s Academy,” 
says Pamela Rogers, President of St. Mary’s Academy. 
“His generosity supports the mission of St. Mary’s 
Academy and reinforces our commitment to educating 
young people.” 
 
“Mr. Barkley is thrilled to support St. Mary’s Academy 
and is very focused on transforming future generations 
through education and opportunities. He has a love 
and passion for what the academy stands for and how 
it is shaping the lives and futures of young girls in New 
Orleans,” a representative from the Charles Barkley 
Foundation shared. 
 
St. Mary’s Academy plans to use this ten-year gift to en-
hance its legendary educational experience and provide 
students with opportunities to grow and develop in the 
classroom and the New Orleans community.

Calcea Johnson and Ne’Kiya Jackson,


