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WHO ARE THE
SISTERS OF THE HOLY FAMILY

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission as Sisters of the Holy Family, an African American Congregation, is to proclaim the
Gospel message of Jesus Christ by living the consecrated life.

We exemplify and share the spirituality and charism of Henriette Delille with the people of God. We
bring healing comfort to children, the elderly, the poor, and the powerless, especially those of African
descent.

As we embrace the third millennium, our love for God compels us to confront racism, all forms of
injustice, discrimination, and economic oppression through evangelization and education.

Our leadership in parish ministry and social outreach promotes family life for the well being of the
church and society by fidelity of Christian faith and morals.

CHARISM

The charism of the Sisters of the Holy Family, true to the divine
inspiration of our foundress, Henriette Delille, is to be a prophetic
witness in proclaiming the Gospel message of compassion,
liberation, healing, and empowerment to all peoples with a
preferential love for the poor and the powerless.

SPIRITUALITY

We, Sisters of the Holy Family, always dependent on Divine
Providence, are empowered by the Spirit of God and sustained by
the Eucharist and the Word of God.

We live in community with one heart and one mind as consecrated women with perpetuity of
commitment by vow to chastity, poverty, and obedience

In the spirit of or saintly foundress, Henriette Delille, we seek the will of God through daily prayer and
model our lives on the example and teaching of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph.
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We, the Sisters of the Holy Family of New
Orleans, LA, gathered in solemn assembly at
our 15t General Chapter of 2018, dedicate
ourselves to witnessing God’s transformation-
al love by confronting all forms of injustice
and bringing healing comfort to the most vul-
nerable and powerless of society.

We believe in the dignity and worth of all
people because each person is created in the
image and likeness of God. We value the
sacredness of human life from conception to
natural death and maintain an attitude of wel-
come and loving hospitality to all. We uphold
the inviolability of the human family, the bed-
rock on which society is built. If we, or any
nation, are to survive, the family must be pro-
tected and preserved.

We pledge to faithfully continue the legacy
of Venerable Henriette Delille, our beloved
foundress, by joining with others in confront-
ing the social ills of our time.

We denounce Racism in all its forms.

We denounce abuse of women.

We denounce all violence, especially the
repeated violence against African American
males.

We denounce human trafficking.

We denounce unjust incarceration.

We denounce all policies which treat immi-
grants inhumanly.

We denounce the lack of a secure healthcare
system for the economically disadvantaged
sick and elderly.

We denounce unfair housing practices.

We denounce inequitable employment prac-
tices.

We denounce the abuse of our common
home, Mother Earth.

Deeply rooted in our life of faith, hope and
love, we pray and stand firmly today as a
welcoming sign of God’s love, healing, ref-
uge, and hope. For in the name of God and
Venerable Henriette Delille, we can do no
less.

We call on all to participate individually and
collectively with an organized group to eradi-
cate the social ills of our day, beginning with
the most urgent ones calling for our attention
and not stopping until we can say with full
voice and heart, “We are ‘one nation under
God with liberty and justice for all.””
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In a word or two

APOLOGIES

As many of our faithful readers have noticed
there have been no issues of IN A WORD for
some time. We apologize for this time away.

With this issue we begin anew and focus on
the Sisters of the Holy Family.

The Sisters recently celebrated their 1 75th
anniversary as a religious congregation.
The dedication they have shown over these
175 years is impressive. Unfortunately,

not enough attention is given to their
accomplishments in the spirit of their
foundress the Venerable Henriette Delille.
The photos on this page speak to the joyful
celebration held in Saint Louis Cathedral in
New Orleans and the banquet that followed.

On page 2 the Mission, Charism and
Spirituality of the Sisters are noted. They have
been faithful to these values for 175 years!

The Sisters continue to this day to combat
social ills. The Declaration of the Sisters
found on page 3 and signed by all the Sisters
is noteworthy. The Sisters are not afraid to
speak out!

Finally, the front cover shows how much
people appreciate and love the Sisters.
The photo was taken at a recent Jubilee
celebration of 6 Sisters.

That photo conveys the love we have here at
IN A WORD for all the Sisters have done and
are doing today.

God bless the Sisters of the Holy Family!
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